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People celebrate outside the Catalan parliament in Barcelona on Friday after parliament voted to declare Catalonia’s independence from 
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Spain. Spain swiftly fired the regional government and dissolved the parliament. Emilio Morenatti, Associated Press 


Madrid quickly cracks down after parliament 
in prosperous region votes to secede from Spain 


Aritz Parra and Ciaran Giles Associated Press 


In one of the most momentous days in recent Spanish his- 
tory, Spain fired Catalonia’s regional government and dis- 
solved its parliament Friday after a defiant Catalan declara- 
tion ofindependence that flouted the country’s constitution. 

Lawmakers in the Catalan parliament voted to unilater- 
ally declare independence, prompting the swift crackdown 
by the Spanish government, which also called an early elec- 
tion in the region. 

Hours after Catalonia’s secession move, the Spanish Sen- 
ate granted the government special constitutional powers to 
stop the wealthy region’s move toward independence. 

Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy’s conservative 
government then called an urgent Cabinet meeting late Fri- 
day, after which Rajoy emerged to announce the emergency 
measures, including regional elections called for Dec. 21. 

In Barcelona, Catalonia’s regional capital, Rajoy’s 
announcement in a televised address was greeted with jeers 
and whistles of disapproval from crowds who had gathered 
at the gates of the government palace to celebrate their par- 
liament’s moves toward independence. 

“It’s not about suspending or meddling in the self-govern- 
ment (of Catalonia), but to return it to normality and legality 
as soon as possible,” Rajoy said. 

The government and Spain’s Constitutional Court have 
both said the secession bid was illegal, and after Friday’s 
independence vote, Rajoy said it was a move that “not only 
goes against the law but is a criminal act.” 

Rajoy also said he was firing the head of the Catalan 
regional police, shutting down the Catalan government’s 
overseas offices, and dismissing its representatives in 
Madrid and in Brussels, where the European Union has its 
headquarters. 

After the Catalan parliament independence vote, Rajoy 
said it was a move that “in the opinion of a large majority of 
people not only goes against the law but is a criminal act.” 

The Senate’s decision giving Rajoy special powers 
trumped the Catalan regional parliament’s vote to secede, 
which was doomed because the Constitutional Court has 
already consistently ruled against any steps toward inde- 
pendence. 

The battle around Catalonia’s future is far from over, how- 
ever. 
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Catalans watch the parliament session on a huge screen 
during a rally outside the Catalan parliament in Barcelona 
on Friday. Santi Palacios, Associated Press 


Catalan President Carles Puigdemont walks up to cast his 
ballot in the vote for independence in parliament on Friday. 
Manu Fernandez, Associated Press 
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Chilling 
details in 
slaying of 
N.J. man 


Journal shows suspect 
sought rich victims to fund 
terrorist plans, officials say 


Thomas Moriarty For The Star-Ledger 


In a journal seized during his July 18, 
2014, arrest in Brendan Tevlin’s slaying, 
prosecutors say, Ali Muhammad Brown 
wrote he was looking for affluent victims to 
fund his terrorist ambitions. 

“Save all monies for hijra,” one page said, 
using an Islamic term for immigration to 
Muslim countries that has come to be asso- 
ciated with foreign fighters joining the 
Islamic State, a terrorist organization also 
known as IS. “No wasting time or money.” 

“Find luxury apartments surrounded by 
forest,” other pages said. “Make sure to take 
everything including watches, rings, neck- 
laces, jewelry, cash, etc.” 

The alleged plans recorded in the journal 
are among new details of Brown’s arrest, 
contained in court documents filed in con- 
nection with a pending motion by prosecu- 
tors. The Essex County Prosecutor’s Office 
is seeking to admit his past statements as 
evidence at his upcoming trial. The briefs 
were released to NJ Advance Media on Fri- 
day by the court presiding over his murder 
and terrorism case. 

Authorities said Tevlin, 19, of Livingston, 
was shot multiple times shortly before mid- 
night on June 25, 2014, after he stopped the 
Jeep Liberty he was driving at a traffic light 
at Walker Road and Northfield Avenue in 
SEE TEVLIN, 10 
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Holland Tunnel 
gun defendant 
gets prison time 


The anti-heroin crusader 
will serve at least one year 


Steve Strunsky For The Star-Ledger 


Former Pennsylvania gun range owner 
and self-styled anti-heroin crusader John 
Cramsey was sentenced Friday to at least 
one year in prison and a maximum of five, 
after he and two other people were stopped 
with a cache of weapons outside the Hol- 
land Tunnel en route to a drug “rescue” in 
Brooklyn. 

Superior Court Judge Mirtha Ospina 
had little discretion in imposing the custo- 
dial sentence on Cramsey Friday morning 
in a Jersey City courtroom, after a ruling 
last month by Hudson County’s top crim- 
inal judge denying a motion that Cramsey 
be sentenced to probation only, with no jail 
time, based on his lack of any prior convic- 
tions. 

In a deal with the Hudson County Pros- 
ecutor’s Office, Cramsey pleaded guilty 
on July 28 to one count each of unlawful 
possession of a weapon and possession of 
a weapon for an unlawful purpose. The 
charges carry a five-year sentence with a 
minimum of one year behind bars before 
parole eligibility, and that is precisely what 
Ospina ordered Friday. 

Cramsey spent three months in the Hud- 
son County Correctional Facility in Kearny 
following his arrest on June 21, 2016. His 
lawyer, James Lisa, said Cramsey could 
SEE CRAMSEY, 10 
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